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I sat the other day in Memphis, Tennessee . - . not the
Memphis, Tennessee, that continuously haunted my child-
hood's imaginations . . , but in the capital of Cotton where
rivers of coke are swallowed in the Zoological Gardens
every Sunday. . . .
Yes, I too, who dreamed of Memphis in my childhood,
have sat there and sucked coca-cola through a straw in a
light rain. (I know the Memphites will tell you that it never
rains in their city—or never so as to be inconvenient. But
I have seen the rain-clouds drift past and obscure the trees
of their avenues as, as coincidence will have it, they are at
this moment drifting past and obscuring the Island of St.
Mandrier and the very gum trees at the bottom of my
garden.)
Well, then, in the Memphis that you can reach after
consulting time-tables, if you go to the Zoological Gardens
you will see 3. Fragment. It is beneath a sheltering roof—
which would go to show that when it is matter of treasured
possessions the Memphites—so Larousse tells me I must
call them—are not so sanguine of their climate.
So beneath that roof, to shelter it from the rain and to be a
symbol of the Union and Indivisibility of the culture that
flows perpetually between the Blue Nile and the yellow
Father of Waters, is a large red sandstone fragment of the
other Memphis. . . , That one was founded by the Emperor
Menes on the banks of the Nile and had once 700,000
inhabitants. Alas! it is now a village called Mit Ramineh,
housing 3,200 souls who support themselves by exporting
hippoipotamon to other lands, . . . And that, I am told,
might be the fate—hippoipotamon and all—of Memphis
on the Mississippi if Mr. Roosevelt had not come to the
rescue of cotton.
For, believe it or no, that substitute for the Cleopatra's
Needles of the Place de la Concorde and the Thames
Embankment—that Memphite memorial—would not be
there but for hippoipotamon, the "o" being long to represent
the Greek omega. . . . The amiable and patient Ten-
nesseean who conducted me in the rain through those
passages and has with amiability and patience before that

